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At a meeting of the truſtees of the 
WESTMINSTER FISH- MARKET, at 
oLIVER's coffee-houſe, wesT- 
MINSTER HALL GATE, TUESDAY 
the 24th day of ARILL, 1787: 


RESOLVED, 


'Th AT it appears to this meeting, 
that the truſtees of the WESTMINSTER 
fiſh-market, are in poſſeſſion of the ſum 
of £3,200. now inveſted in the three per 
cent. conſolidated bank annuities, and 
ſtanding in the names of JaMEs SAYER, 
GEORGE STUBBS, ſenior, and THOMAS 
PARKER, eſquires. 


RESOLVED, 


That it appears to this meeting, 


that the truſtees of the WESTMINSTER 
4A 2 fiſh- 


. 


fiſh- market, are in the receipt of the an- 
nual average profit of £140. ariſing from 
the certificates of the entry of fiſhing veſ- 
ſels into the river THAMES ; and in the 
receipt of the annual ſum of £65. ariſing 

from the ground-rent of the late market. 


RESOLVED, 


That it appears to this meeting, 
that the annual diſburſements of the truſ- 
tees, amount to nearly the ſum of £60. 


RESOLVED, 


That it appears to this meeting, 
that the ſaid profits (the above diſburſe- 
ments excepted) ariſing annually to the 


truſtees, are undiſpoſed of, and unapplied 
by the acts of parliament, under which 
the truſtees were appointed; and have been 
annually accumulating in their hands, 
without contributing in the ſmalleſt de- 
gree, to the completion of that object, for 


which they were originally intended. 


A plan 


. 


A plan having been laid before the 
meeting, for the purpoſe of applying the 
above- ſtated ſum of money, and annual 
profits, to the improvement of the fiſhery 
of the river THAMES; and the ſame hav- 
ing been taken into conſideration; 


RESOLVED, 


That the ſaid plan be printed, 
and diſtributed to the reſpective truſtees. 


RESOLVED, 


That the treaſurer be required 
to call a public meeting of the truſtees, to 
be held at the GUuILD-HALL, WESTMIN= 
STER, at a convenient time. 


A ſtate 


665 


A ſtate of the conduct of the truſtees of 

| the late wEsTMINSTER fiſh-market, 
from its inſtitution in 1749, to its 
diflolution in 1755, and from thence 
to this time, with heads of a plan 
for applying the annual income, and 
monies in their hands, for the better 
regulation of the fiſhery, and for pre- 
ſerving the fry of fiſh in the river 
THAMEs. | | 


The following ſtatement of the pro- 
ceedings of the truſtees of the late WES T- 
MINSTER fiſh-market, was drawn up by 
one of the truſtees, and is now ordered to 
be printed by them, as containing much 
uſeful information, and as ſuggeſting a 
practicable propoſal for the advantage of 
the public, 


What the motives and views of the 
truſtees are, in taking up this ſubject at 


this time, will appear more fully, in the 
courſe of the obſervations we ſhall have 
occaſion 


CF 


occaſion to make hereafter. At preſent, 
it is more material for the information of 


the reader, to begin by ſtating who the 


truſtees are, what their powers conſiſt in, 


and how they were originally inſtituted ; 
circumſtances, which from lapſe of time, 
and ſince the attention of the public has 
been diverted to other objects, are perhaps 
very generally forgotten; and in doing 
this, no apology need be made for open- 
ing the ſubject in a plain, conciſe, and 
unambitious manner, which we all know 


to be the beſt, and indeed the only lan- 


guage of real buſineſs. 


LT 9. 
THE PRESENT TRUSTEES. 


1. The Moſt Hon. the Marquis of Stafford, 
2. The Right Honourable Lord Onſlow. 
3. The Honourable John Vork. 
4. James Sayer, Eſq, Treaſurer, 
5. John Pownall, Eſq. 
6. Richard Pearce, Eſq. 
7. Charles Cheere, Eſq. 
8, William Barrett, Eſq. 
9. Thomas Parker, Eſq, 


10. Henry 
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10, Henry Lowndes, Eſq. 
11, George Stubbs, Eſq. 

12. Thomas Gilbert, Eſq. M. P. 
13. Abel Smith, Eſq. M. P. 
14. Edward Sayer, Eſq. . 

15. John Hatſell, Efq. 

16. George Stubbs, jun. Eſq» 
17. Robert Quarme, Eſq. 

18. James Meyrick, Eſq. 

19. Sir Cecil Wray, Bart. 

20, Henry Lamb, Eſq. 


By an act of parliament paſſed in the 
22d year of GEO. 11. cap. 49. the preamble 
of which recites, that a free and open mar- 
ket for fiſh, in the city of WESTMINSTER, Fr; - 
would greatly tend to increaſe the number 
of filhermen, and improve and encourage © 
the fiſhery of the kingdom: it was enact- y 
ed, that from and after the 24th of june, 
1749, there ſhould be a free and open 
market held in the city of WESTMINSTER, 


for all forts of fiſh. 


And 


(9) 
And for the erecting, eſtabliſhing, and 


| maintaining the market under ſuch rules 
and regulations as are preſcribed by the 


at— 


1. Lieutenant-General James 
Oglethorpe. | 
2. Lord Viſcount Trentham, 
now Marquis of Stafford, 
3. Right Hon. George Dod- 
dington 
4. Sir Peter Warren, Knight 
of the Bath. . 
s. Sir Bouchier Wrey, Bart. 
6. Sir Robert Groſvenor, Bt. 
7. Sir John Croſſe, Bart. 
8. Sir Richard Lloyd, Knt. 
9. John Laroche, Eſq. 
10. George Harriſon, Eſq. 
11. Thomas Fonnereau, Eſq. 


12. Rev. Dr. Scawen Kenrick. 
13. William Lowndes, Eſq. 
14. Capt. Philip Durell. 

15. Thomas Wyndham, Eſq. 
16. Thomas Smith, Eſq. | 
17. Harman Verelſt, Eſq, 
18, George Payne, Eſq. 

19. Henry Cheere, Eſq. 

20. Daniel Gell, Eſq. 

21. Francis Hutchinſon, Eſq, 
22. William Pearce, Eſq, 
23. Thomas Wilſon, D. D. 
24. Richard Combes, Eſq. 


25. Franeis Gwyn, Eſq. 
26. Edward Vernon, Eſq, 


were appointed truſtees, and they, or any 
five of them, were veſted with full powers 
to carry the act into execution. 


And for preparing a proper place for a 
market, and for maintaining the ſame in 
repair, certain duties, payable by fiſher- 
men or others, ſelling fiſh in the market, 
were granted to the truſtees, with powers 


to levy the ſame. 


The 


( 

The truſtees were like wiſe empowered 
to aſſign over the ſaid duties, as a ſecurity 
for any monies which ſhould be borrowed 
by them, to be applied in diſcharge of the 
expences incurred in paſſing the act, and 
in erecting the market; as alſo to appoint 
treaſurer, collectors, and other officers ; 
to allow them ſalaries, and to remove 
them as they ſhould think fit. 


And the truſtees were yearly to delaver 
in, to a petty ſeſſions of the juſtices of the 
peace in WESTMINSTER, an account in 
writing, of their receipts and diſburſe- 
ments, during the preceding year, to be 
kept by the clerk of the {aid ſeſſions; and 
if any ſurplus ſhould remain in the bavds 
of the truſtges, the ſame was to be applied 
yearly, in binding out poor boys appren- 
tices to fiſhermen, or others employed in 
the ſea ſervice. 


It was alſo enacted, that if any fiſher- 
men ſhould keep back fiſh at QUEENBO- 


ROUGH, GRAVESEND, or any other place, 
in 


Cu 
in well - boats or other veffels, fo as not to 
ſell off their whole eargo within eight days 
from their arrival, between vORTR YAR- 
MOUTH and DpovER, they ſhould — 
the veſſel and cargo. 


The commrflioners of WEST MINSTER 
bridge were empowered to grant a piece of 
ground, at the foot of the bridge, near 
CANNON-Row, to the truſtees, for the uſe 
of ſuch intended market; the property of 
which, and of all buildings ereQed there- 
on, was veſted in the truſtees, 


It was alſo erated, that when any of 
the truftees ſhould die, or refuſe to act, 
ſever or more of them, by any writing 
under their hands and ſeals, were empow- 
ered to appoint others in their room, and 
they might adjourn their meetings from 
time to time, as they ſhould think fit. 


Soon after the commencement of this 
act, the commiſſioners of WESTMINS TER 
bridge (eme delay having taken place) 
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C 12 ) 
conveyed to the truſtees a piece of ground, 
near CANNON-ROw, for the intended mar- 
ket; and the truſtees, in purſuance of 
their powers, borrowed of MR. JAMES 
STEDMAN, £400. for ſecuring of which, 
with intereſt, they aſſigned over the tolls 
and duties that were likely to ariſe from 
the market; and with this money they 
paid the charges attending the paſſing of 
the act, and erected ſhops and ſtalls, to 


encourage fiſhermen and others to reſort 
there, 


The truſtees finding, that notwithſtand- 
ig they had fitted up the market in a 
commodious manner, and had given every 
encouragement to fiſhermen to reſort 
thereto, yet that very little or no buſineſs 
was likely to be done there ; they were 
obliged to apply again to parhament, and 
by an act paſſed 2gth GEO. 11. Cap. 39. 
the preamble of which recites, that many 
difficulties had aroſe in putting the act of 


the 22d GEO, 11. into execution, which 
not only obſtructed the eſtabliſhment of a 
| free 


CE FP 

free market in WESTMINSTER, but had 
rendered ineffectual the other good pur- 
poſes intended thereby; it was enacted, 
that all owners of fiſhing veſſels, coming 
from ſea, for the ſupply of Lox DON and 
WESTMINSTER with fiſh, ſhould ſell off 
their cargo within eight days after their 
arrival, on pain of forfeiture of the veſſel 
and cargo; and the truſtees were empow- 
ered to appoint an inſpector to take an ac- 
count of the arrival of ſuch veſſels, and 
to examine into the ſtate of their cargoes ; 
and for defraying the expences attending 
the appointment of ſuch inſpector, and 
otherwiſe, it was directed, that there 
ſhould be paid to his majeſty's ſearcher at 
GRAVESEND, for the certificate of the 
entry of the arrival of any ſuch fiſhing 
veſſels, two ſhillings, whereof the ſearcher 
was to have ſix· pence for the certificate, 
and the remaining one ſhilling and ſix- 
pence was to be paid by the ſearcher to 
the truſtees, or to whom they ſhould ap- 
point; and all maſters or owners of fiſh- 
ing veſſels were ordered, within three 
days after their arrival, to report the ſame 
to 


( I4 ) 


to the ſearcher at GRAVESEND, who ſhould 
give them a certificate thereof; but by an 
act of 33d GEORGE H. Cap. 27. it is di- 
rected, that inſtead of making entries of 
their arrival, with the ſearcher at GRAVEs- 
END, fuch entries ſhould be made with 
the deputed clerk in the coaſt-office,, under 
the collector outward in the port of Lox- 
DON, at the cuſtom-houſe there, ſubje& to 
the ſame fees, and for the ſame purpoſes. 


And the truſtees were empowered by the 
ſaid act of 2gth crorGr 17. cap. 39. to 
mortgage the ground allotted for holding 
the market, or any buildings or erections 
thereon, for ſecuring any further ſums of 
money they might be obliged to borrow, 
and to enable them to pay their debts al- 
ready acerued, as well as to carry the truſts 
repoſed in them, if poffible, into a more 
compleat execution. | 


The truſtees finding, that notwith- 


ſtanding their beſt endeavors, and notwith- 


ſtanding the 3 aſſiſtance which the 
ſeveral 


8 
ſeveral acts of parliament before mentioned 
had given them; yet, whether from com- 
binations of perſons intereſted in the trade, 
or from ſome other ſceret and incurable 
cauſes, the fiſhermen ſtill perſiſted in neg- 
lecting or refuſing to attend the market; 
and finding that from the opening of the 
market to that time, the whole toll duties 
and profits amounted to no more than rol. 
12s. 7d. and being greatly involved in 
debt, by erecting ſuch ſtalls and wharfs as 
were neceflary for the accommodation of 
the ſaleſmen, they were finally obliged to 
abandon the deſign, and to borrow monies 
on a building leaſe of the market ground, 
agreeably to their powers under the acts of 
parliament, as the means of diſcharging 
the debt they had fo incurred; this leaſe was 
granted to RICHARD HUGHES, for the term 
of 72 years, commencing from LADY-DAY, 
1753, at a pepper-corn rent yearly, for 
the firſt two years, and at the clear annual 
rent of £65. for the remaining 70 years, 
who hath fince built feveral houſes theres 


on. 


By 
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By granting this leaſe, and by the re- 
ceipt of the duties ariſing to them from the 
entries of the fiſhing veſſels into the river 
THAMES, they were enabled to borrow the 
ſum of £600. on a mortgage of the mar- 
ket ground, with which money they diſ- 
charged the greater part of their debts, 
and at length by means of the reſerved 
rent, and by the profits atiſing from the 
entries, the truſtees in the year 1774, 
actually paid off the principal money and 
intereſt, due on the mortgages of the firſt 
loan of £400. and the £600. juſt men- 
tioned, and became totally relieved from 
incumbrances they had been thus unfortu- 
nately obliged to incur ; ſince which time, 
the truſtees have inveſted their accruing 
profits ariſing from the reſerved rent, and 
the duties, in the conſolidated g 3. per cent. 
bank annuities, the whole of which, at 
CHRISTMAS, 1786, amounted to the ſum 
of £3,200. now ſtanding in the names of 
of JAMES SAYER, eſquire, the treaſurer, 
THOMAS PARKER, and GEORGE STUBBs, 


eſquires, two of the truſtees, 


The 


17 

The truſtees being in the clear receipt at 
this time of the dividends of the 3,200. 
annuities, of the reſerved ground- rent of 
£65. per annum, and of the three-fourths 
of the duties ariſing from the entries of fiſh= 
ing veſſels, which upon an average amounts 
to £140. a year, and their outgoings 
amounting to only £25. a year, as a ſalary 
for the inſpector at GRAVESEND, and £20. 
a year to their clerk, with about £1 5. a year 
more for the uſe of a room at their meet- 
ings, and otherwiſe, (the truſtees having 
at all their meetings borne their own ex- 
pences,) and this income accumulating 
yearly, without any fixed object, and 
without any poſſible benefit to the public : 
the truſtees have been put under great dif- 
ficulty to diſcover what method they ought 
in propriety to purſue, ſo as to ſecond the 
intention of the legiſlature, in the attain- 
ment of that object for which theſe funds 
were originally created, 


Various ideas upon the ſubject have at 
different times been ſuggeſted, and thrown 


C out 
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dut for the conſideration of the truſtees; but 
it can ſearcely eſcape our obſervation, that 
the acts of parliament creating the undertak - 
ing and raiſing the funds by which it was 
to be ſupported, are totally filent, as to the 
diſpoſition of any ſums of money that might 
eventually remain, after the certainly poſ- 
ſible contingency of the defigns failing; 
if indeed during the exiſtence of the mar- 
ket, the neat profits had exceeded the ex- 
pences, in that caſe, it was directed, that 
the ſurplus ſhould be laid out in binding 
poor boys apprentices to fiſhermen. As 
however, the main defign intended by the 
acts of parliament, has failed, and as the 
diſpoſition of the ſurplus was directed only 
to operate upon a contingency, and that 
peculiarly for the benefit and encourages 
ment of the market itſelf, it is apprehend- 
ed, that the truſtces would not now be 
juſtiſicd, in applying the ſums of money 
in their hands to this ſecondary and even- 
tual object, eſpecially to an object which 
ſcems unworthy of reſources fo very con- 
fiderable as theſe are now become, which 
calls for no aſſiſtance, and promiſes little 

advantage; 


. 


advantage; and which perhaps it is ſuf- 
ficient to ſay, is clearly out of the true 
legal powers at preſent poſſeſſed by the 
ttuſtees. | 


Their duty ſeems more clearly to point out 
to them, that this is the proper time when 
their funds have arrived at a certain degree of 
conſequence, for ſubmitting a ſtate of their 
conduct and proceedings to the conſideration 
of parliament, with an account of the failure 
of the market, and of the ſums of money 
remaining in their hands after its diffolu- 
tion. If it be their duty to do ſo, it will 
be a duty highly gratifying and honourable 
in the diſcharge of it. Their account 
books, and no account books have been 
more regularly. kept, wall fully prove that 
not a ſhilling has been waſted in unneceſ- 
ſary expence, or in vifionary and extrava- 
gant plans, where perhaps there was the 
greateſt inducement to do both, at leaſt 
where there was no external reſtraint or 
obſtruction to prevent them, and in the 
future deſtination of theſe ſums of money, 
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parliament will no doubt avail itſelf of the 
experience and reflections of the truſtees, 
in applying them again in a more ſucceſs- 
ful manner to the ſame purpoſes for which 
they were originally intended. 


They therefore ſubmit to the conſidera- 
tion of the legiſlature, that their with and 
purpoſe is, in the preſent propoſal, to 
remedy an evil, which all perſons ac- 
knowledge to exiſt, by the employment of 
means, which, if they ſhould ultimately 
produce no good, in the mean time create 
no new expence, and cannot be liable to 
the imputation of introducing any miſ- 
chievous conſequence. f 


Although it is certainly unneceſſary for 
this purpoſe to enquire by what means, 
or to what degree, the evils generally com- 
plained of in the management of the 
LONDON fiſhery, and particularly of the 
fiſhery in the river THAMEs, have ariſen, 
yet before a new plan 1s ſuggeſted for at- 


tempting to regulate and correct them, it 
will 


( 21.) 


will perhaps be required to take a ſhort 
review of ſuch ſteps as have formerly been 
purſued for this purpoſe, and having failed, 
are now forgotten, as well as to ſtate thoſe 
powers and regulations, which, although 
in full exiſtence at preſent, are attended 
with no ſalutary, or at leaſt effectual 


conſequences. 


The firſt ſtep of any conſequence that 
we meet with in modern times, was taken 
by king CHARLES I. who incorporated by 
name thirty-one perſons, inhabitants of the 
city of LONDON, and counties of MIDDL E- 
SEX, SURREY, ESSEX, and KENT ; with 
the reſt of the inhabitants of thoſe counties 
and city, uſing the craft of fiſhing, into a 
company called the fiſhermen's company. 
This charter armed them with very ſtrong 
powers; they were enabled (beſides being 
poſſeſſed of the uſual faculties incident to 
corporations) with the aſſiſtance of the 
LONDON water bailiff, and the conſent of 
the lord high admiral, to make bye-laws 


for the regulation of all fiſhermen, and 
the 


( 42 ) 


the preſervation of the ſpawn and fry of 
fiſlh, between 8TAinNgs bridge and the 
NoORE, with certain penalties in caſe of 
diſobedience, to be. proſecuted and levied 
in the admiralty court, for the benefit of 
the company. 


This charter the company ſurrendered 
into the hands of king IAMES 11. who 
returned it to them ſoon after with additi- 
onal privileges. The conſent of the lord 
mayor and aldermen. of the city of LONDON 
was here firſt required, before the bye-laws 
ſhould become valid. This charter was 
confirmed, and enlarged by an act of the 
ninth of queen ANNE, in which act, ſome 
few alterations were made in the mode of 
electing the court of aſſiſtants, and ſum- 
mary convictions were ordered to be taken 
before juſtices of the peace, inſtead of 
forcing the company to follow the old and 
circuitous mode of recovering the penal- 
ties in the admiralty court, Then follow 
ſeveral clauſes for the better regulation of 
the fiſhermen, ſuch as that every fiſher- 


man's 


( #3 ) 

man's boat ſhould have the name of the 
owner fixed to it, with many other minute 
orders which would better have compofed 
the ſubject of a bye-law of the court of 
affiſtants, than the reſolutions of the nation 
affembled in parliament; and it may not 
be thought impertinent to obſerve, that al- 
moſt all parliamentary eſtabliſhments have 
failed; at leaſt have been confounded by 
blending the creation with the execution 
of their plans, at once providing a com- 
petent authority, and taking away its duty. 
And commonly by that general and con- 
jectural knowledge, which, muſt of ne- 
ceſſity be the only ground- work of ſtatutes 
of inſtitution ; giving ſo ſtrong a bias to 
its conduct, that all the experience and 
good management of the perſons intruſted 
by parliament, may never be able to reſtore 
it to its proper direction. 


The charter, together with the act of 
parliament of queen Ax N, remain to this 
day unrepealed and uncancelled; and yet it 
is unneceſſary to ſay, that the company has 

| long 
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( 24 ) 
long ceaſed to execute its powers, or indeed 
to exiſt, Not poſſeſſed of pecuniary re- 
ſources, they found it impoſſible to ſatisfy 
the moſt ordinary expences. Being a mo- 
dern company, they had no eſtates left 
to them by the parſimonious gratitude of 
ſome fortunate predeceflor ; and meeting 


with inſupportable obſtructions in eſtabliſh- 


ing their convictions, they received neither 
penalties nor forfeitures; of courſe, a 
company ſo circumſtanced, could not long 
ſupport its juriſdiction. 


Parhament finding that the evils of the 
fiſhery were rapidly increafing, and that 
the privileges of the fiſhermen's company 
had been abandoned by their poſſeſſors, 
paſſed an act in the zoth year of GEO. II. 
intituled, „an act for the more effectual 
preſervation and improvement of the ſpawn 
and fry of fiſh in the river THAMEs, and 
the waters of MEDWAY, and for the better 
regulating of the fiſhery thereof. 


The preamble of the act recites, the act 
of the gth of queen ANNE, whereby ad- 
ditional 
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ditional privileges were given to the com- 
pany of fiſhermen of the ſaid river, in 
making bye-laws and ordinances, with 
other powers for the regulation of the 
company, and for reforming abuſes com- 
mitted in the ſaid fiſhery; and that in 
purſuance of the ſaid act, certain bye-laws 
had been made for reforming the ſaid 
abuſes. But that the ſaid company having 
ceaſed to act from about the year 1727, 
and moſt of the members thereof being 
dead, due regulation in the fiſhery had not 
taken place, and the ſeveral laws then in 
force, for that purpoſe, had proved ineffec- 
tual; and that by the unwarrantable 
practices uſed by fiſhermen and others, 
the ſpawn and fry of fiſh had been greatly 
hurt and deſtroyed. And therefore for the 
preventing the fiſhing in the ſaid river and 
waters, with unlawful and ill-ſized nets ; 
and for aſcertaining the times, ſeaſons, 
and manner of fiſhing therein; and the 
ſize and kind of nets or engines to be 
uſed in fiſhing there; and for regulating 
the fiſhery, and reforming the abutcs 
therein, power 1s given by the ſaid act 

N ro 
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to the court of aldermen of the city of 
LONDON, to make rules and ordinances 
for regulating the fiſhery in the river 
THAMES and the watersof MEDWAY,within 
the juriſdiction of the mayor, as conſervator 
of the ſaid river and waters ; and to annex 
penalties for the breach of ſuch rules and 
ordinances. The ſame being firſt approved 
of by the lord chancellor, the lords chief 
Juſtices, and lord chief baron. 


The mayor and court of aldermen were 
yearly to ſummon twelve fiſhermen, and 
to examine them reſpecting the ſtate and 
condition of the fiſhery. The water-bailiff 
and his aſſiſtants, authorized by the lord 
mayor, are empowered to enter into fiſher- 
men's boats and ſeize all prohibited nets, 
fiſh, &c. and to carry the fiſhermen before 
the lord mayor, or any one of the alder- 
men, if the offence be committed within 
the liberties of the city of LONDON, or be- 
fore one of the juſtices of the peace for that 
county, in which the ſeizure was made. 


In 
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In purſuance of this act, certain rules 
and ordinances were made by the lord 
mayor and court of aldermen, to take place 
from the 29th of sxyTEMBER, 1757, for 
regulating the fiſhery; rules of the like 
import have been repeated and re- enacted 
in the year 1785, with very little addition 
or variation in ſubſtance for the ſame 


purpoſe. 


Notwithſtanding all this care in the 
legiſlature, and exertion in the court of 
aldermen, the ſame evils till exiſt in the 
ſame extent, and the bad ſtate of the fiſh- 
ery continues to be a matter of general and 
well-founded complaint. There is little 
doubt, that if the rules and orders thus 
made by the lord mayor and aldermen, in 
purſuance of the laſt act, had been as faith- 
fully executed, as they were wiſely framed 
(and better perhaps can ſcarcely be deviſed) 
there would have been no occafion now for 
complaint upon this ſubject; but it is ſo 
clear and indiſputable that theſe regulations 
have been diſobeyed or evaded, that the 
city of LONDON itſelf has beer. the firſt to 
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aſſert it, by repeating and re- enacting the 
ſame ordinances in effect, which had previ- 
ouſly exiſted for about 30 years, and which 


were at that very time in full force and 
in general neglect. And when we conſider 


that the water- bailiff and his aſſiſtants, the 
perſons intruſted with the execution of 
them are totally unacquainted with the craft 
and frauds of fiſhermen, are incapable of 
conſtant attention, and when attending are 
ſingled out by all as the ſource of common 
danger, and as objects of common reſiſtance, 
and are beſides totally unintereſted for them- 
ſelves or their employers, in the diſcovery 
of offences, but are more conſtantly and 
beneficially employed in a duty of higher 
importance to the public, namely, the 
navigation of the river, can it be wondered 
at, that theſe rules and ordinances have 
never been fully and fairly executed. Two 
facts ſeem to be certain, that the fiſhery 
of the river is ſtill liable to conſiderable 
miſchief, and that no benefit of conſequence 
has reſulted from a juriſdiction which hag 
now ſubſiſted upwards of 30 years. 


Of 
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Of the two juriſdictions eſtabliſhed at 
different times for the regulation of the 
fiſhery, the fiſhermen's company ſeem to 
have been well conſtructed for keeping the 
bye-lawsin perpetual and vigilant execution, 
had they been poſſeſſed of common motives 
for attending to a duty ſo foreign to their 


other purſuits. The court of aldermen on 
the contrary, are induſtrious in eſtabliſhing 


rules, but have no body of ſervants to ſee 
them complied with. It is the object of 
the preſent plan to unite both, and by re- 
viving the fiſhermen's company, to give to 
the regulations now exiſting, a ſtability and 


vigor which they have not hitherto ex- 
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For this purpoſe it 1s propoſed, that the 
king ſhould by his royal letters patent, in- 
corporate by name 31 perſons, inhabitants 
of the cities of LONDON and WESTMINSTER, 
and of the counties of MIDDLESEX, SUR= 
REY, ESSEX, and KENT, with the reſt of 
the inhabitants of thoſe cities and counties, 
uſing the craft of fiſhing, into a company 
called the fiſhermen's company, (the old 

| com- 
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company having expired as we have 1 
ſeen in the year 1727.) 


The ſaid at — to be called the 
court of aſſiſtants, out of whom ſhould be 
elected annually, as herein after mentioned, 
two wardens, and a maſter of the com- 
pany. PTR | FO 8 


That vacancies in the court of aſſiſtants 
occaſioned either by death, miſbehavior, 
or refignation, ſhould be filled up by ſuch 
perſons out of the fiſhermen, as ſhould 
feem moſt fit to the lord mayor, the cuf- 
todes rotulorum of the counties of Mip- 
DLESEX, SURREY, ESSEX, and KENT, and 
the high ſteward of the city and liberty of 
W ESTMINS TER, with the members for 
thoſe counties, and the cities of LoNDoN 
and ws r MIN ST ER, and the court of alder- 
men, or the majority of thoſe different 
perſons. 


That the above named perſons ſhould be 
ex officio commiſſioners, or governors, or 


directors for ſuperintening the conduct of 
the 
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the company, and ſhould have authority to 
determine all differences which may ariſe 
among them, and to remove upon reaſon- 
able cauſe. And if the court of aſſiſtants 
refuſe or neglect to obey any orders of the 
above commiſſioners, duly ſignified to them, 
ſuch diſobedience ſhall be good cauſe of re- 


moval or ſuſpenſion of any of the members 
in the judgment of the commiſſioners. 


That the commiſſioners ſhall annually 
appoint the maſter and wardens out of the 
court of aſſiſtants, and ſhall audit the com- 
pany's accounts. 


That the court of aſſiſtants ſhall have 
full power and authority, as the water- bailiff 
has now, to execute all the rules, ordi- 
nances and regulations, which are at preſent 
in force, and may appoint ſuch inſpectors, 
or other officers, as to them ſhall ſeem fit 
for that purpoſe ; and all forfeitures and 
penalties, upon convictions, to be levied for 
the benefit and advantage of the company. 


That 
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That the commiſſioners above named, cal- 
ling to their aſſiſtance the maſter and war- 
dens of the company, ſhall have full autho- 
rity to make from time to time ſuch further 
orders and regulations, in the ſame manner, 
and with the ſame powers as now may be 
made by the lord mayor and aldermen, un- 


der the act of the 3oth of the late king. 


The aſſent of the lord chancellor, chief 
juſtices, and chief baron, to be * as 
heretofore. | 


The court of aſſiſtants and their officers, 
to execute ſuch further orders, and regula- 


tions, as well as thoſe already exiſting. 


The late company of fiſhermen having 
abandoned their charter, from a want of 
thoſe ordinary reſources, which are ab- 
ſolutely neceflary for the ſupport of the 
meaneſt and moſt limited authority, it is 
propoſed, that the monies now in the hands 
of the truſtees, and the income in their 
poſſeſſion, ſhould be transfered over to the 
com- 
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company, and be applied to the mainte- 
nance of their juriſdiction. 


The annual income of the truſtees at 
CHRIS'7MAs laſt, amounted to £2301. per 
annum, and ariſes as follows. 


Dividends of 3, 200. bank 

annuities — + — 96 o o 
Ground rent of the market - 65 o o 
Duties on the entries of 


fiſhing- veſſels in the 2 
river, com. annis — 140 0 9 


The outgoings of the truſtees amount 
to nearly £60. per annum, which cæaſing 
at the time of the transfer, it is appre- 
hended, that the income of 300. clear, 
will be amply ſufficient to ſupport a com- 
pany in all thoſe neceſſary expences, which 
are incident to its authority, and to ſatisfy 
the innocent gratifications of its rulers 
beſides. The expences will, in all proba- 


bility, conſiſt in hiring a houſe for their 
E Hall 
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hall and office, in paying ſalaries to their 
clerk, inſpectors, and under officers, and 
otherwiſe. 


Per annum, 
„ 
Hall — — 40 © © 
Clerk — — 23 0 6 
Hall-keeper — — 20 © © 
Inſpector at GRAVESEND — 25 © © 


Twenty deputy inſpectors 

from the NORE to STAINES, 

at £5. a year each — 100 
Annual audit dinner — 20 © o© 
Coals, candles, paper, pens, 

aud other neceflaries — 70 © o 


— — — 


O 
© 


£3500 0 0 


It will not eſcape our recolleXion, that 
this income is at this moment accumu- 
lating into principal, that the time muſt 
come when the leaſes will expire, and the 
full rents accrue to the company; and that 
under a more vigilant inſpection, the en- 
tries may very probably be conſiderably 
increaſed, without mentioning the penalties 
and forfeitures. All which might fairly 

be 
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be ſtated as inducing a belief, that the in- 
come of the company will very ſhortly 
exceed the ſum of £ 300. before- mentioned; 

but as that ſum appears to be amply ſuffi- 
cient for every neceſſary purpoſe, theſe 
probabilities of increaſing profit, are only 
mentioned as additional incitements to the 
induſtry and activity of the company, 
upon whoſe exertions they ſeem entirely 
to depend, and for whoſe benefit they 
would ultimately be received. The court 
of aſſiſtants to have the controul and ma- 
nagement of the revenues, and expendi- 
ture of the company, with the approbation 
of the commiſſioners at their annual audit. 


Such is the outline of a plan, which 
being fimple and unentangled in its re- 
gulations, will not require much labour 
or information, and a very trifling expence 
to finiſh it in all its parts. It cannot but 
be obſerved, that in the enacting of rules 
and ordinances for the regulation of the 
fiſhery, it is filent, being ſatisfied with ſuch 
as are already in exiſtence on that ſubject ; 


and well knowing that a new plan ſhould 
$3: be 


89 
be contented with creating capabilities of 
improvement only, without aiming at too 
much in the firſt inſtance. If the truth 
of this aſſertion can be objected to at all, 
it muſt be upon that part of the plan which 
appoints commiſſioners for the purpoſe, 
among others, of adding to the preſent or- 
dinances as occaſion may require. To this 
objection it may be anſwered, that the 
authority is exactly the ſame as that which 
now exiſts, and reſides in the court of al- 
dermen; nor can it be ſaid, that any ma- 
terial or dangerous alteration 1s created by 


the intention of intruſting it to a greater 
number of perſons, 


The court of aldermen might perhaps 
be the only perſons intitled to object to this 
aſſociation of authority with them, if they 
were not too well informed, not to know 
that the authority itſelf has been given 
them by act of parhament in very late 
times; that the gift of money is a very 
reaſonable ground for requiring an exten- 
ſion of authority; but above all, that the 
well being, the ſecurity, and the end itſelf 


of 
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of that authority, depends upon its popu- 


lar and favourable reception in thoſe coun- 
ties; the reſpectable magiſtrates and repre- 
ſentatives of which are intended to ſhare 
with them, in the eſtabliſhment and ſucceſs 
of this new juriſdiction, 


The only material alteration then which 
this plan is calculated to produce, conſiſts 
in the change of perſons who are to put 
the regulations in execution, and in the 
reſtoration of the fiſhermen's company for 
that purpoſe. 


It is much too trite to ſpeak of the ad- 
vantages which muſt always reſult from 
placing a confidence in a firm collected 
body of well choſen men, for the execu- 
tion of a duty, which at once gratifies 
their wiſhes, and is cloſely interwoven 
with their intereſt. The court of aſſiſtants 
are the efficient perſons intruſted with the 
execution of thoſe rules, and are removed 
from the temptations of neglect, which 
might influence a larger body of men, 
For although the reſt of the fiſhermen be 

included 
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included in the number of the company, 
and as ſuch, ſubject to their juriſdiction; 
and are the perſons from whom the vacan- 
cies in the court of aſſiſtants muſt always 
be ſupplied; yet in the article of govern- 
ment, and in the poſſibility of inducing 
miſmanagement, they can have no ſhare. 


The vacancies are to be filled up by the 
diſcretion of perſons incapable of being de- 
ceived or corrupted, and when once the 
court of aſſiſtants is well-choſen, they will 
conſiſt of men grown old in buſineſs, con- 
verſant in the arts they are to detect, ſure 
of reaping the profit of detection, and 
proud of an authority they are ſecured 
firm themſelves; nor is there any danger 
that ſuch authority will be abuſed, or 
abuſed to any extent with impunity, while 
the ſuperintendence of the commiſſioners is 
hanging over every particular of their con- 
duct, and is capable of rectifying the of- 
fence, and of diſmiſſing the offenders. 


It is ſcarcely worth mentioning, that by 
means of an authority of this kind, the 


water- 
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watermen's company, conſiſting ef the 
moſt numerous and the moſt indolent body 
of people in LONDON, are kept in ſuch 
good order, that very few evils are known 
to take place among them, and are redreſſed 
as ſoon as known. 


The conſequence of the ſucceſs which 
may attend a plan of this kind, will be, 
that the regulations hitherto unobſerved, 
will be more punctually obeyed, and the 
fiſhery of the river THAMEs be made, by 
ſuch means, a mor ecopious ſource of ſupply 
than it has formerly been found, In which 
caſe the price of ſea-fiſh will fall in pro- 
portion, nor is it an extravagant ſuppoſition 
to con jecture, that the river fiſhery may be 
improved to ſuch an extent, as to be at- 
tended with a conſequence ſo important and 
beneficial to the public; when we confider 
the many evils it is expoſed to, among 
which it will be neceſſary to mention only 
two, to prove the probability of the aſſer- 
tion, namely, that many thouſands of the 
fry of fith are deſtroyed in certain periods of 
the year, for the ſole purpoſe of furniſhing 

the 
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the jeweller's ſhops with beads; and ſecondly, 
that many thouſands more of the ſmall 
fiſh become entangled in the unlawful 
meſhes of the nets thrown in for taking 
larger fiſh, and when the nets are hauled in 
to ſhore, the fiſh are thrown out as weeds, 
and left to rot upon the banks. It is im- 
poſſible to ſingle out inſtances where the 
abuſe is pretty nearly univerſal, and where 
it is not, it is merely the fiſherman's ſenſe 
of his own intereſt, that keeps him to better 
practice. 


To lay the firſt ſtone of ſuch an inſtitution 
as this, is important, if it only affords an 
opportunity to perſons of happier obſer- 
vation, and greater experience hereafter to 
build upon. In that point of view, the at- 
tempt to inſure it a trial is defirable, and if 
in conſequence ſomething of greater advan- 
tage upon the ſame ſubject be hereafter com- 
pleated, or better effects be found to fol- 
low from this than we can venture either 
to promiſe or expect; if for inſtance it ſhould 
lead to ſome general regulation of our com- 
mercial fitheries, and put us in compleat 


poſſeſ- 
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poſſeſſion of thoſe marine rights which 
nature ſeems to have appropriated to this 
iſland; in that caſe we ſhould be relieved 
from ſomething like a national diſgrace, 
that LoNDON, the metropolis of the king- 
dom, open to the ſea, incirled by the rich- 
eſt of rivers, and crowded with ſhips, that 
in ſuch a city, fiſh, that great article of 
food to all the world beſide, ſhould be con- 
ſidered as a luxury, and an exotic; ſome 
diſgrace too would be removed from the 
country at large, that when every other 
production of nature is raiſed, cheriſhed, 
and almoſt created by the foſtering induſ- 
try of mankind, this great and deſirable 
ſupport of life ſhould not only not be en- 


couraged by our labour, but that to our arts 


alone it muſt be imputed, that the ſponta- 
neous effuſions of nature are checked, and its 
unaſliſted, inexhauſtible and univerſal trea- 
ſures curtailed of their juſt and proper 
operation, 
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